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Co-funded by
1st June - 31st August 2024 .
IMPRESS Fourth Edition the European Union

" IMPRESS

The EU co-funded project IMPRESS (IMProving Railway
sEcurity through awareneSS and training) aims to ISF-2022-TF1-AG-PROTECT
improve the protection of stations and trains by

developing security training and awareness programmes 101100521
for all stakeholders in rail stations and on trains. € 952 546.63

It focuses on the ‘immediate responders’ from the railway 1 June 2023
environment, or those who are most likely to be the first

to prevent or react to a security incident. This includes 24 months

rail staff at stations and onboard trains, security staff, staff

from station shops, and cleaning staff as well as other UIC Security Division

service providers.

" REVIEW

As part of the IMPRESS dissemination strategy, a media
monitoring was carried out by the UIC Security Division on
the topic of rail security from 01 June - 31 August 2024.

Based on keyword searches performed on X (formerly
Twitter), LinkedIn, Google news & AP News, the following
pages summarize the relevant news items found during
this period for the following threats:

Hoax, Aggression, Theft, Sabotage, Gender-based
Violence, Knife attack, Irregular Migration & Security
Measures.

It also describes news item of relevance to rail security
culture and recent publications.
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.| HOAXES

Train Services Halted by Suspected Bomb (UK)

A suspected wartime explosive device was discovered near the tracks between Eastleigh and
Fareham (UK) in June 2024. Train services were temporarily halted as emergency services
responded. The Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team later determined the item to be a training
device, allowing services to resume. [9]

| METAL THEFT

RPF BUSTS NALGONDA
RAIL THEFT GANG (INDIA)

In Nalgonda, India, the Railway Protection Force (RPF) has
broken up a criminal group who were engaged in stealing
vital railway materials. The gang was caught red-handed
while trying to pilfer 388 kg of Overhead Equipment (OHE)
wire, an important component for rail electrification. [3]


https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1825095135853420673
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1801596056066789762
https://www.eurostar.com/rw-en/travel-info/travel-updates/18230
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce55ek243l0o
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KNIFE ATTACK

Auckland Train Horror: Passengers Silent (New Zealand)

In June 2024, a 32-year-old woman was attacked with a knife on an Auckland train. The assailant
poked her with the knife, spat on her bag, and brandished the weapon at Penrose Station (New
Zealand). The victim felt unsupported by other passengers and the train manager. The incident is
under investigation by Auckland Transport and the police. [4]

Teen Slashed and Robbed on Chicago’s CTA Orange Line (USA)

A 18-year-old male was slashed on the forehead and robbed by a knife-wielding assailant on a CTA
Orange Line train in Chicago (USA) in July 2024. The suspect was quickly arrested nearby, and the
victim’s stolen belongings were recovered. [5]

Man Jailed for Threatening MAX Driver with Knife and Slurs (USA)

In June 2024, Steven Klopp, was sentenced to 32 months in prison for threatening a MAX train
driver with a knife and shouting anti-Asian slurs. His sentence also includes three years of post-
prison supervision, anger management classes, and a three-year ban from TriMet services. [6]

Knife Attack Disrupts Liége-Guillemins Services (Belgium)

A train driver was attacked with a knife at Liege-Guillemins station (Belgium) on August 2024. The
assault occurred on a train bound for Herstal, resulting in the cancellation of multiple trains at the
station, including routes to and from Brussels. [7]

French Soldier Stabbed at Station (France)_

In July 2024, a French soldier was stabbed at Gare de I'Est station in Paris (France). The attacker, a
40-year-old man from the Democratic Republic of Congo, was arrested. The incident is being
investigated as attempted murder, with anti-terrorism authorities involved. [19]



https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/06/07/woman-poked-with-hunting-knife-on-auckland-train-and-spat-at/#:~:text=A%20woman%20is%20disappointed%20with%20a
https://abc7chicago.com/post/person-armed-knife-attacks-robs-teen-cta-orange/15035632/
https://www.kptv.com/2024/06/21/man-gets-prison-threatening-max-train-driver-with-knife-yelling-asian-slurs/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/1180324/trains-cancelled-at-liege-guillemins-station-after-%20driver-attacked-tbtb
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2024/07/15/attacker-stabs-and-wounds-french-soldier-patrolling-paris-ahead-of-olympics_6685176_7.html#:~:text=A%2040-year-old%20man%20was%20arrested%20on
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| SECURITY MEASURES

BRUSSELS BOOSTS SECURITY,
EUROSTAR FACES SUMMER
HICCUPS (BELGIUM)

From June to September 2024, Brussels
stations had heightened security checks.
Eurostar faced disruptions due to Paris
traffic  restrictions, limited German
network service, and SNCB engineering
works. [1]

| DRUGS

RPF Seizes 5L Drugs in “Operation Narcos” (India)

In a joint operation with the Excise department carried out at the beginning of August 2024 in
Palghat station, the Railway Protection Force (RPF) recovered narcotics worth 25 lakhs. This
operation was part of an initiative called “Operation Narcos”, which appears to be an ongoing effort
to combat drug trafficking on railway premises in Indian Railway trains. [11]



https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1820332381561131164
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/govia-thameslink-railway-train-violence-%20abuse-bodyworn-cameras-b1167022.html
https://www.eurostar.com/rw-en/travel-info/travel-updates/18230
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THEFT

RPF Dhanbad Cracks Down on Coach Attendants (India)

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) in Dhanbad (India) successfully arrested two onboard coach
attendants suspected of theft in June 2024. The operation was executed swiftly in collaboration
with detectives, leading to the recovery of two stolen mobile phones valued at ¥70,000. [12]

Second Defibrillator Stolen from New Beckenham Station (UK)

A defibrillator was stolen from New Beckenham station in June 2024, marking the second theft
from this location and the third in the area within six months. The British Transport Police (BTP)
are investigating, having released a Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) image of a suspect. The
thefts have resulted in a total loss of around £3,000. Authorities stressed the importance of
recovering these life-saving devices. [13]

Salem RPF and GRP Solve Major Theft (India)

In July 2024 the Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police (GRP) in Salem,
India, solved a high-value theft case. They took into custody six individuals involved and
recovered stolen items valued at 348.46 lakhs. [14]

RPF Waltair Arrest (India)
In Waltair, India, three individuals involved in criminal activities at the Visakhapatnam railway
station were detained in July 2024. The suspects were caught in possession of stolen property,

although specific details about the items recovered were not disclosed by the Railway Protection
Force (RPF). [15]

RPF and GRP_Seize ¥2.04 Crore in Cash and Gold from Passenger (India)

During a July 2024 routine check in Tiruchchirappalli, the RPF and GRP discovered %15 lakh in
cash and 2,796 grams of gold jewelry in the shoulder bag of a passenger. The seized items,
valued at 2.04 crore, have been handed over to the Deputy Director of Income Tax for further
investigation. [16]

Gaya Theft Gang Dismantled (India)

In Gaya (India), a collaborative effort by the Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government
Railway Police (GRP) led to the capture of a five-member gang involved in theft in August 2024,
The team employed modern surveillance techniques to recover passenger property worth over

1.5 lakhs. [17]
B | il _
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https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1797160621739299233
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/british-transport-police-lower-sydenham-new-beckenham-defribillators-b1166557.html#:~:text=The%20life-saving%20items%20were%20stolen%20from%20Lower%20Sydenham,needed%20urgently%20at%20around%208pm%20on%20June%2017.
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808374424732676404
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808826926393434235
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1811280528949014804
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1813890213955203560
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' PHYSICAL AGRESSION

' GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND HARASSMENT

JAILED FOR ASSAULTS (UK)

Gareth Rees, was sentenced to 16 months in prison for sexually assaulting two women at Pontypool
and New Inn railway stations (UK) on 17 June 2023. He pleaded guilty to two counts of sexual
assault and received a 10-year Sexual Harm Prevention Order, along with being required to register
as a sex offender for 10 years. The British Transport Police praised the victims for reporting the
assaults. [20]

TRAIN CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN SOAR BY 50% (UK)

Violent crimes against women and girls on UK trains have surged by over 50% from 2021 to 2023.
Sexual offenses rose by 10%, and reports of sexual harassment doubled. Over a third of women feel
at risk of assault, especially during peak travel times. In response, the rail industry and British
Transport Police are launching an anti-sexual harassment campaign, and the government is
committed to improving policing and the justice system to combat this issue. [21]



https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/violence-against-women-trains-attacks-british-transport-police-b1176360.html
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/depraved-gareth-rees-pontypool-jailed-7062348
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|| SABOTAGE AND TERRORISM

ARSON DISRUPTS FRENCH RAIL
AHEAD OF OLYMPICS (FRANCE)

On 26 July 2024, just hours before the opening
ceremony of the Paris Olympics, France's high-speed rail
network was targeted by coordinated arson attacks that
caused significant disruptions. Fires were set at critical
junctions, damaging infrastructure and leading to
widespread cancellations and delays affecting hundreds
of thousands of travelers.

French authorities launched a criminal investigation,
suspecting possible involvement from far-left extremist
groups, and sought assistance from the FBI to identify
those behind a claiming email. Despite the chaos,
officials remained committed to ensuring the safety and
success of the Olympic events. [22][23][25][26][27][28]
[291[30]

Far-Left Sabotage Suspected in German Rail Chaos (Germany)

A series of suspected sabotage attacks on Germany's rail network, believed to be carried out by far-
left activists, has caused widespread disruptions across major cities during the summer 2024. The
incidents, which involved cable fires and vandalism, have affected services in Bremen, Hamburg, and
Berlin. A letter claiming responsibility was published on a far-left platform, prompting a police
investigation. [31]

Pakistan-Based Terrorist Urges Sabotage of Indian Railways

Farhatullah Ghori, a Pakistan-based terrorist, has urged sleeper cells in India to sabotage Indian
Railways and target critical infrastructure. In a Telegram video published in August 2024, he called for
train derailments and threats against Hindu leaders, prompting increased vigilance from Indian
intelligence agencies. [8]

Aligarh Cops Apprehend Railway Robbery Duo (India)

In Aligarh (India), the Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Government Railway Police (GRP) arrested
two suspects after a fierce encounter at the end of June 2024. The criminals tampered with railway
signals by placing coins on the tracks, causing trains to stop unexpectedly and allowing them to rob
passengers. [33]



https://www.thelocal.de/20240804/far-left-suspected-of-german-rail-sabotage-as-%20restrictions-continue?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&tpcc=twitter
https://apnews.com/article/france-trains-olympics-74c9727d33ac86bfc126f98e45cb874f
https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/sabotage-sur-le-reseau-sncf-paris-demande-laide-du-fbi-pour-identifier-les-auteurs-du-courriel-de-revendication-09-08-2024-DWUDPZWZJBBCFO33UXY4PCW6RY.php?utm_source=pocket-newtab-fr-fr
https://apnews.com/video/olympic-games-france-80b2758090ae4202a5f0e95d50caebdc
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/27/europe/france-train-attacks-explainer-2024-paris-olympics-intl/index.html
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20240729-far-left-extremists-likely-behind-france-rail-sabotage-minister-says
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20240729-far-left-extremists-likely-behind-france-rail-sabotage-minister-says
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20240726-france-s-high-speed-train-network-paralysed-by-malicious-acts
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/26/who-launched-attack-on-the-french-rail-network-and-why
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/26/world/europe/frances-rail-network-attacks-paris-olympics.html
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1804753447427661845
https://www.indiatoday.in/programme/india-first/video/pakistan-based-terrorists-devious-%20plot-to-target-indian-railways-busted-top-focus-of-india-first-2589703-2024-08-29
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[1] https://www.eurostar.com/rw-en/travel-info/travel-updates/18230

[2] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1801596056066789762

[3] https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-
yorkshire.html

[4] https://www.Inews.co.nz/2024/06/07 /woman-poked-with-hunting-knife-on-auckland-
train-and-spat-at/

[5] https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/knifeman-arrested-cutting-robbing-passenger-
orange-line/

[6] https://www.kptv.com/2024/06/21/man-gets-prison-threatening-max-train-driver-with-
knife-yelling-asian-slurs/

[7] https://www.brusselstimes.com/1180324/trains-cancelled-at-liege-guillemins-station-after-
driver-attacked-tbtb

[8] https://www.indiatoday.in/programme/india-first/video/pakistan-based-terrorists-devious-
plot-to-target-indian-railways-busted-top-focus-of-india-first-2589703-2024-08-29

[9] https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ceb5ek243100

[10] https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/govia-thameslink-railway-train-violence-
abuse-bodyworn-cameras-b1167022.html

[11] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1820332381561131164

[12] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1797160621739299233

[13] https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/british-transport-police-lower-sydenham-new-
beckenham-defribillators-b1166557.html#:~:text=Thelife-
savingitemswerestolenfromLowerSydenham,neededurgentlyataround8pmonJune2017.

14] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808374424732676404

15] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808826926393434235

16] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1811280528949014804

17] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1813890213955203560

18] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1813890213955203560

19] https://www.cnews.fr/videos/faits-divers/2024-07-16/attaque-au-couteau-sur-un-
militaire-gare-de-lest-ce-que-lon-sait

[20] https://www.btp.police.uk/news/btp/news/in-the-courts/man-jailed-after-sexually-
assaulting-two-women-at-train-station---pontypool/

[21] https://www.theguardian.com/society/article/2024/aug/14/violence-against-women-on-
uk-trains-rises-by-50-in-two-years

[22] https://apnews.com/article/france-trains-olympics-74c9727d33ac86bfc126f98e45¢cb874f
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https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1801596056066789762
https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.railadvent.co.uk/2024/06/police-appeal-after-assault-on-train-in-west-yorkshire.html
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/06/07/woman-poked-with-hunting-knife-on-auckland-train-and-spat-at/#:~:text=A%20woman%20is%20disappointed%20with%20a
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/06/07/woman-poked-with-hunting-knife-on-auckland-train-and-spat-at/#:~:text=A%20woman%20is%20disappointed%20with%20a
https://abc7chicago.com/post/person-armed-knife-attacks-robs-teen-cta-orange/15035632/
https://abc7chicago.com/post/person-armed-knife-attacks-robs-teen-cta-orange/15035632/
https://www.indiatoday.in/programme/india-first/video/pakistan-based-terrorists-devious-plot-to-target-indian-railways-busted-top-focus-of-india-first-2589703-2024-08-29
https://www.indiatoday.in/programme/india-first/video/pakistan-based-terrorists-devious-plot-to-target-indian-railways-busted-top-focus-of-india-first-2589703-2024-08-29
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/govia-thameslink-railway-train-violence-abuse-bodyworn-cameras-b1167022.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/transport/govia-thameslink-railway-train-violence-abuse-bodyworn-cameras-b1167022.html
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1820332381561131164
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808374424732676404
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1808826926393434235
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1811280528949014804
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1813890213955203560
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2024/07/15/attacker-stabs-and-wounds-french-soldier-patrolling-paris-ahead-of-olympics_6685176_7.html#:~:text=A%2040-year-old%20man%20was%20arrested%20on
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2024/07/15/attacker-stabs-and-wounds-french-soldier-patrolling-paris-ahead-of-olympics_6685176_7.html#:~:text=A%2040-year-old%20man%20was%20arrested%20on
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/france/article/2024/07/15/attacker-stabs-and-wounds-french-soldier-patrolling-paris-ahead-of-olympics_6685176_7.html#:~:text=A%2040-year-old%20man%20was%20arrested%20on
https://www.btp.police.uk/news/btp/news/in-the-courts/man-jailed-after-sexually-assaulting-two-women-at-train-station---pontypool/
https://www.btp.police.uk/news/btp/news/in-the-courts/man-jailed-after-sexually-assaulting-two-women-at-train-station---pontypool/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/violence-against-women-trains-attacks-british-transport-police-b1176360.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/violence-against-women-trains-attacks-british-transport-police-b1176360.html
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[23] https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/sabotage-sur-le-reseau-sncf-paris-demande-laide-
du-fbi-pour-identifier-les-auteurs-du-courriel-de-revendication-09-08-2024-
DWUDPZWZJBBCFO33UXY4PCW6RY .php?utm_source=pocket-newtab-fr-fr

[24] https://apnews.com/video/crime-france-arson-fires-national
7¢cd45537102547e089d0e01493e674fb

[25] https://apnews.com/video/olympic-games-france-
80b2758090ae4202a5f0e95d50caebdc

[26] https://www.france24.com/en/france/20240729-far-left-extremists-likely-behind-
france-rail-sabotage-minister-says

[27] https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/27 Jeurope/france-train-attacks-explainer-2024-paris-
olympics-intl/index.html

[28] https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20240726-france-s-high-speed-train-network-
paralysed-by-malicious-acts

[29] https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/26/who-launched-attack-on-the-
french-rail-network-and-why

[30] https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07 /26 /world/europe/frances-rail-network-attacks-paris-
olympics.html

[31] https://www.thelocal.de/20240804/far-left-suspected-of-german-rail-sabotage-as-
restrictions-continue?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&tpcc=twitter

[32] https://www.euronews.com/2024/08/03/restriction-of-germany-train-service-until-
next-week-after-suspected-sabotage-attack

[33] https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1804753447427661845



https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/sabotage-sur-le-reseau-sncf-paris-demande-laide-du-fbi-pour-identifier-les-auteurs-du-courriel-de-revendication-09-08-2024-DWUDPZWZJBBCFO33UXY4PCW6RY.php?utm_source=pocket-newtab-fr-fr
https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/sabotage-sur-le-reseau-sncf-paris-demande-laide-du-fbi-pour-identifier-les-auteurs-du-courriel-de-revendication-09-08-2024-DWUDPZWZJBBCFO33UXY4PCW6RY.php?utm_source=pocket-newtab-fr-fr
https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/sabotage-sur-le-reseau-sncf-paris-demande-laide-du-fbi-pour-identifier-les-auteurs-du-courriel-de-revendication-09-08-2024-DWUDPZWZJBBCFO33UXY4PCW6RY.php?utm_source=pocket-newtab-fr-fr
https://apnews.com/video/crime-france-arson-fires-national-7cd45537102547e089d0e01493e674fb
https://apnews.com/video/crime-france-arson-fires-national-7cd45537102547e089d0e01493e674fb
https://x.com/RPF_INDIA/status/1804753447427661845
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